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Public Meetings Scheduled for

Changes to W.Q.

TheUtahDivisionof Water Quality
isproposing major changestotheUtah
Water Quality Standards.

Meetingsarescheduled asfollows:

October 8, 2000 @ 6:30 pm

L ocation: IronCounty VisitorsCenter
581 NorthMain Street

Cedar City, Utah

October 9, 2002 @ 9:30 am

L ocation: South EasternUtah District
Health Department

LargeConf. Room

28 South 100 East

Price, Utah

October 9, 2002 @ 2:00 pm

L ocation: CannonHealthBuilding
Room#125

288 North 1460 West
SaltLakeCity, Utah

Revisonsand Additionstothe
Water Quality Standards(R317-2,
UtahadministrativeCode) that areof
interest tothecitizensof the State of
Utahincludethefollowingproposas:

AmmoniaStandar dsRevision:
Weareproposing to adopt newly
revised equationsfor thecal cul ation of
theammoniastandards. EPA has
compl eted additiona studiesthat
removethetemperaturecomponent for
the acute standard and addsa*“ Fish
Early Life” stagetothechronicstan-
dardcalculations. Inaddition, the
Divisonwill beutilizinganew math-
ematical model developed by the
University of Colorado Center for
Limnology to predicttheammonia
water quality standardsandasothe
effect of point sourcedischargesona
specificrecalivingwater.

Antidegradation Policy: Weare
proposingtoremoveHighQuality
Water Category |11 fromtherules.
Category 11 required specia treatment
cong derationsfor specifiedreceiving
waters. Initsplaceweareproposing

Standards

toadd areview processfor all
Federal and other specificactions
wheredischargesareplacedinto
any of our riversand streams. This
processmay requireadditiond
aternativetreatment options, a
higher level of treatment, and
pollutiontrading, etc. Therulewill
alsoalowawaiverforthereview
requirement wherespecificcondi-
tionsconcerningadischargeare
met. TheExecutiveDirector may
alsorequireanantidegradation
review for any proposed or renew-
ing NPDESpermitfor any drinking
water sourcewithinthestate.

Bacteria: Under EPA request
and guidance, weareproposingto
removethecoliformbacteriagroup
asapollutionindicator fromour
rulesand repl acing thebacteriol ogi-
cal indicator with E. coli. Ithas
been shownthat E. coli isamuch
better indicator of mammalianfecal
contamination. Inaddition, new
field measurement proceduresfor
E. coli arebeingintroducedwhich
will makefield evaluation of bacte-
riological contaminationmucheasier
tomeasure. Thiswill enableDivi-
sionof Water Quality personnel to
improvemonitoringof bothpoint
and nonpoint pollutionfromhuman
aswell asagricultural sources.

Metals Standards Revision:
EPA continuesto conduct toxico-
logical studiestofurther refine
water quality standardsfor metals.
Weareproposingtoincludethese
revisons.

Total Dissolved Solidsand
Salinity: Weare proposingto add
anew standardfor stock watering
protection. Inaddition, weare
proposingtowaivetheTDS
standardswhereit can beshown
thatahighTDSva uesisnaturally

See "Standards"
Page 2

on

Utah to Celebrate Year of Clean
Water with Volunteer Monitoring

The Utah Division of Water Quality has
several of these simple water test kits
available for use on October 18th

EQIP Money to
Triple in Utah

Toomuchmoney isnever abad
thing, but thesuddenwindfall of
federa conservationdollarsismaking
lifeinterestingfor thepeoplewho
managetheUSDA Environmental
Quality IncentiveProgram (EQIP)
fundsinUtah.

TheNatural ResourcesConserva-
tion Service(NRCS) hadto contract
anadditiona $4million or soinEQIP
money that wasmadeavailableat the
last minute. Originaly for fiscal year
2002, Utahwasgivena$3.5million
EQIPappropriationby Congress. In
August that figurewasmorethan
doubledtonearly $8million.

Becausethenew FarmBill is
all ocatingevenmoremoney for
USDA conservation programs, that
$8millionfigureisexpectedtotriple
for FY 2003, said Karl Kler, state
program planning coordinator, NRCS
Utah. “Weexpect at least triplethe
money wegot thisyear,” Kler con-
firmed.

WhileNRCSemployeesare
scramblingto contract theadditional
money for thisyear and planningfor as

See "EQIP" on Page2

Threedecadesafter itwasorigi-
nally enacted, thefederal Clean
Water Act (CWA) continuesto
evolveandtargetlarger remaining
sourcesof pollution. Oneof the
largest remaining sourceisthe
polluted runoff that comesavariety
of land usesand avariety of people.
Urbanand suburbanresidents,
smdlermunicipdities, farmersand
ranchers, miningandtimber harvest-
ing operations, and peopleinvolved
inoutdoor recreationall contributeto
polluted runoff.

Asthe30thanniversary of the
CWA approachesin October,
national andlocal eventsarebeing
plannedtoincludeandtargetthe
public.

Alistingof eventsand effortscan
befound at
www.yearofcleanwater.org.

AlongwiththeWorldWatershed
Summitfor water quality expertsand
leaders, watershed summitsfor youth
andseniorswill alsobeheld.

Thecornerstoneevent of the
anniversary festivitiesisthenationa
volunteer water quality monitoring
day, scheduled for October 18,
2002.

Volunteer groupsfromaroundthe
country andthroughout Utahwill go
outtolocal waterwaysand conduct a

"Volunteers”
continued on page 3
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AFO Assessments on Track

Summer Slow Down Doesn't Worry Coordinators

TheUtahanimal feeding operation
assessment processhass owed down

Thoseoperationslisted aspotential
CAFOsmostly haveadirect or

thissummer. Duringarecent meetingof indirect pollutiondischargetoa
theUtah Nonpoint Source Task Force, waterway. Under Utah’ sapproach,

DonOstler, director, Utah Divisionof
Water Quality, expressed concerns
about theslow downof activity.

“Themomentum hasnot beenthere
thissummer,” admitted Ray Love-
less, Utah Association of Conserva
tionDigtrict.“ Thecommitmentisstill
thereto completetheassessmentsby
April 2003.”

But that may beeasier said than
done. Asof thelast week of August
2002, 1,180 assessments had been
completed sincetheassessment effort
started about 18 monthsearlier.
Estimatesarethat therearestill about
800tomorethan 1,000 leftto
complete.

Someof the state’ s38 soil conser-
vationdistricts(SCDs) arefinished
withthelr assessments, whilesome
lag far behind and havebarely
started. Most districtsfall somewhere
inthemiddle.

“It’ sharder to catch AFO owners
at homewherethey havetimetogo
outwithusduringthesummer
months,” said Mark Peterson, Utah
Farm Bureau Federation.

Petersonand Loveless,whoare
coordinating assessment efforts
statewide, say that they areworking
withtheareasof thestatethat need
themost hel pcompleting their assess-
ments.

theseoperations—that aretechnically
CAFOsat thetime of assessment—
aregiventimetodevelopandimple-
ment acomprehens venutrient

-—*—-.

management plan. Onceanoperation

Of the 1,180 assessmentscompl eted, implementstherecommendedim-

790 0perationshavebeenofficialy
listed as AFOs, while 50 are CAFOs,
140 are neither and another 200 are
potential CAFOs.

Thepotential CAFO category isthe
most important part of theUtah AFO
Strategy andtheassessment effort.

provementstoeliminatethedis-
charge, theoperationcanbeofficialy
designated asan AFO. The AFO
designationisimportanttomany
agricultural operationsbecauseit
meansthat they do not havetoobtain
adischargepermitandthey still

qualify for cost sharegovernment
grantfunding. Permitted operations
donot qualify for cost sharegrants.

TheUtah AFO strategy schedule
callsfor completion of theassessment
processhby Spring 2003. According
toL ovelessand Peterson, they still
expect tobeonschedule.

"Standards"
Continued from front

occurring. Therehavebeen changes
inthepermitting policiesof the
ColoradoRiver Salinity Forum.We
areproposingto adopt thesechanges
by reference.

Designated/Beneficial Use
Classifications. Thereareseveral
classficationsof certainwatersof the
statethat needrevisionsor new
classifications. Theseareproposedto
beincludedinourrules,

TheDivisonisaskingthepublicto
be aware of these changesand how
they will affect citizensthat deal with
theDivisionof Water Quality. We
inviteall toattend oneof these
“scooping” meetingto hear apresen-
tationabout thechanges.

Afterthepresentation, themeeting
will beopenedfor questionsonthese
changesand any other issueswhich
thepublicfee simportant whichdeal
withwater quality standards.

The proposed changescan be
found onthewebsiteof the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality,
Divisonof Water Quality:
www.waterquality.utah.gov

For further informationfed freeto
contact:

WilliamO. ModImer, Ph.D.

UtahDivisionof Water Quality

801-538-63329

wmod | mer@utah.gov

Utah Watershed
Review

"EQIP" Continued from
front page

muchas$24 millionin FY 2003,
Section 319 nonpoint sourcepollu-
tioncontrol officialsinUtaharealso
scrambling.

Because EQIPmoney isoffered as
75 percent federal grant money with
only a25 percent cost sharedue
fromland owners, EQIPisafar more
attractivesourceof fundstomost

agricultural operations. CleanWater
Act Section319grantfundsare
offered at a60/40 cost shareratio.

However, EQIPdoesnot pay for
informationandeducationeffortsand
water quality monitoring programs.
Mostlikely Section319allocations
for specificprojectswill look alittle
differentinthefuture.

The Section 319 proposal ssub-
mitted tothe Utah Nonpoint Source
(NPS) Task Forcein August for FY -
2003 already show thischange.

[ =0 T o ] Jack Wilbur

Editorial Review
Cary G. Peterson, Utah Commissioner of Agriculture and Food,
Don A. Ostler, director, Utah Division of Water Quality,
George Hopkin, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Mike Reichert, Utah Division of Water Quality
Roy Gunnell, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food

If youwouldliketorequest anadditional copy, makeacomment or
suggest astory or watershedfocusidea, pleasecall Jack Wilbur (801)
538-7098. Or write:

Utah Department of Agricultureand Food
350 North Redwood Road
Box 146500
SLC, UT 84114-6500
E-mall: jwilbur@dtate.ut.us
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Annual USEE Conference to address
Creating Sustainable Communities

Meetings Set for November in Salt Lake City

Withenvironmenta problems
constantly affecting Utah, suchasa
multi-year drought and smog (which
isincreased by theinversionlayer
hereinthemountains), itisimportant
for everybody todotheir part.

That’ swhy theUtah Society for
Environmenta Education (USEE) will
behostingits13"annual conference:
Creating Sustainable Communities
inSalt LakeCity, UT. Thisconfer-
ence, November 7-9, will not only
providepractical waystointegrate
theprinciplesof sustainability into
one’ shomeand persond life, but will
asogivehdpinbringingthese
principlestoone’ sbusiness, and
community. For teachers, theconfer-
encewill alsoprovidehelpwith
respect to theclassroom and how to
teachtheseprinciples.

Creating Sustainable Commu-
nitiesisdivided into two compo-
nents; targetingtwodifferent audi-
ences. Your Role asan Educator —
November 7-8, will focuson both
formal andnon-formal educators.
Thekeynotespeakersand concurrent
sessionsaredesignedtoensurethat
teachersareeffectively educating
their studentsonenergy efficiency,
recycling, conservation, and other
sustainabletopics. FromTheoryto
Action—November 8-9, targetsthe
general public. Itwill focuson
applyingsustainability tomany
aspectsof aperson’slife. Concur-
rent sessionswill addresshow
sustainability isappliedtoinvesting,
homedesign, publicpolicy,one's
faith,andmore. Fortunately, because
of agrant provided by the Utah
HumanitiesCouncil, thesesessions
(held onNovember 9) will befree
and opentothepublic.

Throughout theconference, USEE
haslined up somewonderful speak-
ersto address severa aspectsof
sustainablesocieties. Mary Smith
withtheNationa Audubon Society
andformerly of theU.S. Department
of Educationwill start off theeduca-
tor component of theconferenceby
addressing participantswith“ Grow-
ingNatural Leaders.” Shewill
establishtheconnection between
early educationthat fostersan appre-
ciationfor natural systemsand
advanced educationwhen students

aremaking career choicesand can
focuson professionsthat address
issuessuchasurbanheatidands,
renewableenergy, high performance
buildings, and other technol ogiesthat
contributetosustainability.

David Sobel isanationally ac-
claimed educator and Director of the
GraduateProgramat AntiochUni-
versity -New England. Heisthe
Author of Mapmaking with Chil-
dren and Children’s Special Places
aswell asmany other publications
that relateto children, nature, and
how childrenrespondtoteaching
about nature.

Salt Lake City Mayor, Rocky
Andersonwill welcomethegenera
publictotheconference’ sproceed-
ingson Saturday and discussseveral
indicatorsof asustainablecommunity.

Margaret Wheatley ispresident of
theBerkanal nstituteand theauthor
of Turning to One Another: Smple
Conversations to Restore Hope to
the Future. She hasbeen an organi-
zational consultant and researcher
since 1973 and hasworked asa
public school teacher andanurban
educationadministratorinNew
York.

Paul Loebistheauthor of Soul of
a Citizen, abook based on 30 years
of examiningthepsychology of socia
involvement. Loebwill explorehow
ordinary citizenscanmaketheir
voicesheardand actionscountina
timewhenwe retold neither matter.
Hewill examinehow peopleget
involvedinlarger community issues,
what often stopsthem fromgetting
involved and how they burnoutin
exhaustionor maintaintheir commit-
ment for thelonghaul. Hewill also
addresswhat weneedtolearnfrom
citizenmovementsof thepastand
how involvement cangiveasenseof
connectionand purposerarely found
inpersond life.

Thecost for theconferencewill be
$100for USEE’ smembers, $75if
themembersarestudentsor retired,
and $125for non-members. Inter-
ested partiesareencouragedto
register before October 4" totake
advantageof theEarlybirddiscount.
For thoseonly interestedintheevents
on Saturday, November 9, theevents
arefree.
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For moreinformationonthe
Conference, pleasecontact Heather
Scheel at theUtah Society for

Environmenta Education: (801) 328-
1549, hscheel @usee.orgor

WWW.USEE.Org.

few amplewater qudity chemistry
tests.

Theideabehindtheday isto
provideanationa "snapshot” of
water quality. Thisisthoughttobe
thelargest effort ever undertakento
get"smultaneous' water qudity
numbers. Thoughthetestsarenot
very sensitiveandtestersarenot
trainedinquality assuranceand
quality control procedures, the
project shouldgoalongway toward
raising awarenessabout watersheds
and human contributionstowater
quality.

InUtah, theUtahDivision of
Water Quality iscoordinatingthe
efforts. Thedivisonismakingtestkit
availablefreeof charge. Inreturn,
project coordinator Shelly Quickis
askinggroupstoofficialyregisteron

thenational web site. Americas
CleanWater Foundation, thecoordi-
nator of theprojectwill thenask
groupswhoregister sitestoreport
their findingsback tothewensite.
Quick isalsoasking asmany group
aspossi bletodocument their event
through photographsor digital
photos. Any groupswillingtosendin
photosto the state may have some of
thosephotosfeaturedinwater quality
newsd etterssuch asUtah Watershed
Review. Someof thephotosmay be
usedfor Divisondisplaysinthe
future.

For morelocal information, please
contact Shelly Quick, Utah Divison
of Water Quality, 801/538-6516.

UtahWater shed Review
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